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precise content of such values and the way in which the subculture
interacts with structural forces to affect the level of violence.

. Based on interview and observational materials, this qualitative

- ¢ study examined the role of "machismo" and the incidence of gang’

open-ended interviews were c
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In considering whether subcultural values were
violence, ‘it was critical to determine both the

.,violence in'the Chicano “barrios" of. East Los Angeles, under two
structural circumstances--the more common .state of disenfranchisement -
and the conditions of the-late 1960s and early 1970s in which a
strong locally based political movement existed. More than 25 ‘ L

ducted with Chicane! males, aged 15-30,
who lived in one of the East%os Angeles barrios -and who ‘currently

participated or had participated extensively in gang activity. For

, all the ‘Chicanos interviewed, "machismo" meant "having courage', "not
! backing down", or "being ready to fightw, However, violence in itself

" ‘was not directly a "macho" trait, Estrangement fostared a strong
identity with the peer group in the barrio} - because the peer group
vas the most readily available source of identity. This resulted in a
strong sense of turf, which in turn greatlfgincreasgﬂ the potential

for conflict ‘and thus for violence. The cha
in the incidence of violence occurred in the

ge in group identity and
period from late 1967 to

© early 1972, when a strong locally based political movement succeeded
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’_values aﬁd the way iﬁ whigh the subgultur

barrius of East Lgs Angeles, the 1argest cnémunity .

.iiter t

depe dent on the palitical ccnditians in the community.

- . . o R T E

T

- Iﬁ:zangidéfing;whethéf Euﬁculturai;vaiues are associated’ with

I =

Lviéieﬁgé, it 1 s fitical ta determine bQ;h the pregisa nontent af Euch :

N i
ﬁnteraets with structural

vfarces ta,affect thé_lgvel of viglén¢e¢‘ This papér is a qpalitative

inquify into. th ase uestians far adnlescent gangs 1n the Ch no ' _; ;

pevsgns af Maxican 7

g _ Tt
héritage cutsiﬂe Hexicg. ) : S ‘ Lo

. "The role af.@aehigma-ahg the inéi?énce affgangAviﬂléﬂce are ex-

amined under two structural circumstances: 'fi;st, under the. more common

state of disenfranchisedent, énd segoﬁd' undérstthaanditians‘af the’

late. 1960s and early ;9703 in which a‘strgng locally based political

movement ¢ gxisgéd— The research materials indiaaté that existing -

re has generaZly misgnderstﬁod the méaning and role of machismp
h

in Chicana life, and at the frequency ﬂf gang vialence is strangly
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ESTRANGEMENT, MACHISMO, AND GANG.VIOLENCE

-;ﬁj' L 'i | _ ’£;§il'r z iﬁs%gtrééﬁctiég ji@

‘In the stydy of Chicano life, a major theme has been that 6f manli-

ﬁesé,:bf ma&ﬁiém@; Chicang cﬁitﬁfE, and Latiﬁﬁ»éﬁltufe in gemeral, is
P </ S _
said't?iggace heavy emphasis on sex role differ t ,tioﬁ, and an impor-.

';taﬁ; paft o the. male role is said to be physical aggréssiveness. This .

. M B
Emph sis on ma hisma has aﬂ affinity to subcultural thED;iéE of vialénce,

'g_,ecislly those of Wo;fgaﬂg-éndiFérracuti [1967] anéicurtiss[1975]! '

-/ v e T o o ;
hese guthgragargué that the apparently high rates of violence among 1
Ja—

young mgies{of ﬁin':itységéé‘éi etﬁhi;i;y fesults'ffém a'é@sitive valua-
- A - S

~ tion of physical agg?eésicﬁ- In the most recent stéﬁéﬁentfgf this
:pgéiéion, Curtis rgués!;hat yéung.b;acké_anﬂ Hispanic males, in gédiéiaﬁ
ta_sub%g%ibing tm{the idéais pfsﬁémiﬁangighitg miédle;é;éss éultqré,':i
are pa%t of'a ;igiéﬁErgontracuituré:- ;'l -. - 1 : ‘ii“l -

o i
i r :

In Ecnsidering whethér ‘sub (pr ccnﬂra) gultural values are: associ ted -

with violénce it is critical to. determine bcth the pregise gc?éent af

£

such valués and the way in which the subculture iﬂteracts with structural
’ A |‘

farhéé to affect thE'level Of'ViOléﬂQé- It is these quesﬁians ta which :
the present paper 1is ad&réssed, in a qualltative study ,of gang violence

in the Chicano barrios of East Lo Angélés:‘
- With regard to the content of values, we cgnsider whethar, in the ~

éammuni;y studied vialencg is a cultural value. Speeifically, FE examine

g

the acguracy of the view that physical aggressicn is part of 4 mggpisma‘

- orientation. Based on igtarview and observational materials, our concla-

'sion 1s that mgéh;sﬁé\is,gfgultural(tfait that may cnﬁttibute to Physicai

N



d .
[

Eggféssiﬂn.‘but cnly inditeetly end uﬁder eertein structural eee&itiene;".y
;\,;Mate geﬁefelly, we find no evidenee thet violenee "g’iteelf is a ‘cultural

; velue in thie eummunity. : 2v. R ,7 A: : ':'. '}f ‘

Tufning te a eeneideretiun ef the etrueturel eenditinne thet ie:iesef.

1

the likeliheed ef violenee, we exemine the emergenee eﬂd hendling of
4 _
fliet prone eituatiene undet twe different pelitieel eeﬂditione. Fifet,;

’ ment.g Thie eetrengement.fe te

- . ) ’

in ‘the immediete eeighberheed (bertie) beeeuee the peer gteup ie the
most reedily eveileble eeuree ef identity. The eeneequeﬂee ie a streng'

Lo eenee-of turf whieh iﬁ turn greetly increases the pﬁteﬁtiel fet conflict

end thue fer vielenee. We then ecneider the ehenge in greup ide”tity'” '

and in the incidence of violence cencemiteﬁt to a: ehenge in etfu,i

- cenditiene. Thie change eeeurted teughly iﬁ the peried from let:"

to ear 1972 when a strong loeelly besed peli i el mevement eueAeeded

&

in gfeetlyetedueing the level of eetrengemegta o B ft ;

= £

' ;eele quentitetive gtudies in thie area,lﬂeﬂ'eppteptiate teeeereh et:etegy.

_at this time is one of’ geﬁetetien of thecry tethet than ef hypethesi

o et;ng. The methedelegy empleyed for thie Study was qualitative an

LI ! .
T a'

inductive. Our enelytic strategy fellewed the general appfeeeh
. *Glaser and.Strauss [1957], eepeeially their strategy of eeneteet;y .

s 6
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AU R e . -
‘ :gévg;uating aﬁd'réf%ring prelimiﬁary idegs in the lighz of new data, o
s

aﬁd cf seeking data that wculd patgntially challenge émergént under—

‘ B

standings.s Hawevar, we felt it impﬂssiblé to generaté a parsimaniaus

=

g .explanatian ring EVEIY case.‘ '
-our analysig is basga on. ‘more than tw%ntyafive Qpensended interviews
w \; ‘

.whg live in ane af the barries of East Los Angeles aﬁd W,i

%} dué eﬁ by Qna ar hoth Ef the authars. The respondents were é%icanc _f
o .
[, males agéd 15ﬂ30

R : T
who curréntly partizipate or have participaxed extensively in gang
;1 aztivity. This age :angé allcws an ngessme of b h the ginggmpora:y‘

‘ - ® .7

l
;l 5ituatién and that of Ehe middlé,aﬁd 1até 196@5. The paper QEﬁtéfS on

gang yeuths because they-afe beli ved to havg the highest rate of violénce-
in the barrios. Their fighting 15 ‘also thé mcst public and’ thé most

7 iikély to occur in a gé&up cont&xt, Thus ityis possible E?;CfQESEEhECK

. desériptians of alté:cationsjand also to épligit thg,réégtions_af”dife

 fere

\r’l‘

people wh- experiepced the same event. This is preferable to
:élizitiﬁg’féspaﬁseé to hﬁpgthébigal situationé; V

Aimost all PIESEﬁt and farmer gang members iﬂtéfviewed have baen

arrested at least once, . and all have been in: many gang*ralated fights,

some af which re%,l i fa lities. Respgndengs came frcmimaﬁy difféféﬁt

L. * 1

'gangs inclu&iﬁg’those geﬁgrally gonsidefed to be the toughest in East 105 
- . - L S - - . C- . i ‘ - -,
« Angeles. Younger respondents weke contacted through persons working for .

o serviggiéganciéé and éémmunity groups involved with gangs. The criterion ~

. for selection of these respondents was that in’ our contacts' judgment
: o . S : !
they were feptesentaﬁivé of gang members in .the barrio. Older respond=

ents were reached through a broader, range of contacts. With the older

7. —




= 3 réspéndents:auf aﬁjéctivefﬁéécta interview man”withhaiv?riéty of ex~-

eiianéés ubsequent to their intense gang involvement.] Several of the
Qlder regpondents have ser ed Prisoﬁ terms for ?ffEnSES‘EuEh-as murder,

Their current chuéatians range from hustlers

T and dealgrs in- hard ﬁgrcutics to a high 1evel.pregfam=a#ﬁinistratOf‘
s ‘ Maﬁy'cf the responﬂEﬂts'alsa aﬂted as 1ﬁf@rmant$,':hus generating

a large and braad-ranging poal of information. A nﬁmbeg of pefséﬁé with

a camprehensive kngwledge ef the community aﬁd thE Events Eﬁﬁﬁéﬁéiséﬁéééaﬂ
= . ,

in this paper. ‘were. algc interviewed as informants, thésé ineluded police

' ‘ .and prabation afficials, community rogram directarg, and palitical figu:ea_,

,Undettaking tbé type f research réparted here fequires well- developed

ties to the cammunity- In this projéct the callabafating author served

this 113150ﬂ fuﬁction. 'He was barn in East Los Angeles| and has been <

; ;:- : invalved with various cammunity organigaﬁiOﬁs in the. arFa over the past

§ i

eight YEarsqgn, o - ’5; ~

The E%mmunity

I = y .
*_In East Los Angales'thé number af‘pérgans of Mexican heritage,
A .

numbering one, millicn or, mcre, is camparable\ta the population of

_ Guadalajara qf Hﬁﬁt%réy.and is‘ ubstantially\exceeded ﬂly by Mexico City.

East Las Angelés is bDrd&féd by Watts on the!SGuth, th Civic Céﬂt%r on

@

the west, Whittiar on the east, and Highland Park on the north; the

-

magofity cf ;he residents of this area are Chicano. Ggvernmental .
’!eauthcr;ty is:* dighded among several jurigdictians. par%_of East Los

Angeles is a Subsectian of the city of Los Angeles, papt is in the unin-
; \ s P2

Qarpofatéd area-of Los. Angeles County, and arts are in suburbs of Los
i ! E s P £
w . R .
) , . . - !
r
o 'gl J




f_Angelas{:Euch as San Gabriel, El Monte, and Pico Rivera.  Many of the
Chiéano'résidénts (éspecislly in the barrios near thé-géntral'city,'where

" a very high %ercentage Df the residents ln thg bazries are Chicanﬂ) view

. 2 = - . .
East Lgs Angeleg ‘as a singla cammunity. : The sectiéns nearest the cantral’ -

iity are thé’aldgsﬁ and also the poorest, and in thgge areas thg ;nccméf
'ﬁer‘capita and- the mean edugatiéhalvlevél are éﬁaqg-the lowest in the
_Los :Angele,s;a:ea , as-low or lower than in’the .black ghettos of.South

Central Los Angeles (Watts and sufz@uﬁdiﬁglatég).% : ; .

. ‘East Lcs»Angeieé is _divided into ﬁmerﬁus subégmﬁni}:ies' ,E':Df b:a?fiog,
whicﬁ'afé différentiateégby4ﬁaﬁufél Eaunﬂazies suc# aé streets, parks,
hausing praject:s ' and the 1:Lke. These *bar’ri::s éré, Jknown E}”Zthé names of
'such landmarks, e.8.5 Hazard (park), Ramona Gardens thusing project),

7-D0gtﬂﬁﬁ (lccatimn of the-main city aﬂimal shelter). Contrary tc'tamman

. SR

_Anglo usage, Chicanos use the term barrio to refer to these subcommunities
or neighborhoods,. rather txhanffa the community as a whole. We will follow

; xﬂ _ K ;':; B §:/

.:that usagé'here;
For many ‘youths in East Los Angeles, ‘the first venture beyond the

g
immediage envirgns of their Earri@ is to gn tc high Schéﬂl (in Whiﬂh case
ﬁhey would still be in the East Los Angeles ccmmunity) or to- search for
wgrk. This 1ig gtaphically illustrated- iﬁ SEVEfal of our interviews. For

- » \ .

example, one &espondent, now 30 yea%s cld and a graduate of UCLA; reports

that, excéﬁt or having to go to juvenile hall he had not been out of

‘Fast Los Angeles until ghe-%a‘s sixteen: : . ' s =
Q. When you were In Mateos, downtown LA was only about 10 ‘blocks
: "awayly right? S .

A, Right.



’ - ‘ S
?« Q. Did :}éu,éet té,dwﬁtawﬁ LA?
A, N Nc}_ . : s . ' B ;a ] P .
( _ Q. E Not’ e;én ten blocks éz whéré all thg stcre; w;fé and all thé
. . acticn? 3559' ‘ : , ! U
kxA;S No. Nevér;' Then 1 was still yaung [iﬁ junier high schaal]. o
) - Q<§§§ﬁ§w abéut your older br@thers7 e - A ' L
Do ;S;gsffgiZj I guesg they dld I neve: heard them talk about it.
e Qg ,Maybe they didn t then? e ,,A T S
XLA?‘ Maybe. I used to go to the LA River and trip out over there[
- o ' ] }Q{ i'That was faur or five blacks, maybe, huh?" V
} A, 'Yeah That was tha bigEESE thrill I ever had at Ehat.paiﬁt;
o - ”
-4=’ . ‘ .For many degadés male Chicanc youths have partieipated in gangs iﬂ
: | their-bérgia;; Thésa grﬂups usually take tha name af the barria,_and the
] ‘maintainléfﬁighkdEEIEE'éf,céntinuity over §imaia Many gangs have. keéé the
same ﬂémé and ﬁurf fcf BD'yearS‘cﬁ more.4 In the’barribs nearest the-
. - ‘central giﬁy, most male yauth belong tarthe gang in thgir‘barrin, which
bonds together all thoséswho wish to be_ part af the group.s In the gare b
.affluentAbarries, gang. mémbership i; saméwhat less.ﬁgmmoni Thgfé are sub;y-v
i divisons (some -formal,' ééme informal) of Eaéh gang, aﬁd a mémbér %Paﬁds ..
, ’ %irtuall§iall his;free'timé "hangiﬁg araund" with ﬁis'subgraupaégéiﬁg to |

’ 6 .
a playgraufld( rapping, géing to.a show, going to da’nces, ete, Some-
7 ‘times these activities lead to phy51cal aggressiaﬁ bath within the
immediate group, and betw%en’gangé from different barrios. _FQr~thisr

- reason, the }éi;ips>arg the targét of official and police concern and are
. a relatively frequent subject of local--and at times national--attention

in_éhe néWS media.7 o 1_0

13
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S_t:ut:ii,és of

H

L4

erature attacking many of” the negative Eteréﬂﬁypes of Ehicaﬂgs [sae asps=

B

B ecially, Hernandez, 1970 Romano, 1968 Trujlllgt 1974 ﬁaca; 1970] v[ o

" : o
"~ “some whlch deais with Ehe ,;c4}' . tareotype [see, e. g., Montlel 1971]

ma
of

Hawever the Iélatianship:' Ehlsme ta phy$1:al ggrrggiveness has not .!

been studled dlréctly N T C L .ffﬁ*?j‘ wy T =L e
; o - _ A T B
For all the Chicanpg_inféfy;éééd,'maﬁhisﬁo,maaﬁs "havipg courage", . .-

"not baciing dawn@f or beiﬁgAféa&y taafigﬁé-"' Withéﬁﬁ fufihér inquiry,’
these phrases*would host llkely be aken as cannuﬁlng phySLE 1 ggfééséﬂn.

Howev&:, to our, respondents, VlQlEnCE in ltSElf is nct directly a' macho

trait. -For example,’we asked each féspﬂndént whethef Cegaf Chavez--a

B -

!iéhicana who eschews all forms of’ physical agg 510;; _goes on huﬂger fasts,
: : | & .

"allows himself tﬁsbé af%eéted;'etc ;s—ﬁé& machisma; Almcst all respandents
kn&w of Chaveg, and all cé these Strangly félt‘that Chavez dces have a goad
-deal of m§§h1§m9 aﬂdithat he is a very taugh_pe;san. LIt is parziculatly
inoteﬁcrthi Ehat»m@sﬁiaf the gsspcndenfs stressed tﬁa; éh;sz does indeed
fight, and féjé&teabéuf pfeSEgtétigﬁ,of Chavez as a.man who_wouldn't fight.

. ;hﬁs, for our.fespgnden£s, fightgﬂg; being -strong, and havirz machismo are

much broadexs. than simpli ph’ysicaﬁi agg:essiaﬂ.‘ The following -esponse is -

(repggsentati§e= : ’ 151




N y
H ‘i o ‘ ) S- = .
N ' AL HE has it, or he wguldn t be dalng whaz he is dalngfright now.
H : : ' "L . . . : —»‘; . = g
Q. *Eut he's not fightlng. : L.
' ?v A, Hé 5 flghting, yeah he's figﬁtingj;g ‘»f’ ?
A Q. fHe s fighting?'“! . - -
- i=_°5 R A. Yes he i%{. S : L I
fﬁ?v; < Q. :Not physically N A . ’
,_,,Wwﬂmii,wwiAa,” Nat physiaally yau kﬁow..,,”:,gi ";N;,WimwwqbiﬂﬂﬁTj,ﬂfﬂl,[Wﬁwﬂmmwﬂw
v 5;3 Su he- has . maﬂhismo, and yet he doesn' t fight and he, wouldn t -
e flghﬁ if someone hiE him7
A. I dgn t kiiow him pérsnﬁaily,'but from what I hedr about him and
. what I've read about him, I don't think he's (pause) if somebody
’ came up to him.and slapped Jiim, T think he'd try (pause) he -
~wouldn't fight back. you kan, but he d flght back in words, not
With flStS o g . .
- 1 L y : ; :
Several of the older respandents resented thé use Df the ward maph}sma .
‘and cgmplained that it was being mlsusEd by Anglas. Dng_af the‘m@re > 5fj
articulate réépcndaﬁté stated: - .
. f‘/ -

A. Mach;gmg means. being a man and leﬁg what you have to do, "It
doesn't mean being bad, just taking zare of businESSEiincluding
gatging a ij and hav;ng prlde '

- Q. ‘D es it mean fighting nec sgfily§;:;-

A. ' Not to me, or ‘to any of the people I know. 'We getrfhat slapped

: ~on us all the'tlme by the §§§§hcs [whites]. They use it more
than we do--'He's a macho dude'--We've been stereotyped to death
on that : .

There is a big difference between "doing what you have to do" and -

‘being physicaiiy violent. Asitﬁe next section will elaborate, machismo
" only leads to physical fighting when alternative avenues to maintain )
: dignity are blocked. ) ’
- - -
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

am

L3 - B =
= . =

= - » :
A, © ...1'd go home, and speak Spanlsh at home, And 80, what ,
' happened was the next day I would go back to schaalxst'd for-
_ gotten'all the English I had learpdd. And g0, S0, this all
C went on for about a year, year and a half, y'know, apd* “then,
é‘: ) the pringipsl y, kncw, used to tell me tO bend over ande— .

_Q.‘f Why were they punishlngiyou?

A.  Because, because I didn't understand.’ I'd get nervoys inside,
y'know, and I would like be a goof-gff for the class, you know
- what I mean? But. I couldn't really relate te what ;hey were
- trying to- explain——I gat expelled from that sghﬂﬂl

Q. ‘And that was mostly from messing cff bacaugg you didn't * .
dnderstand what was going Dn? ’ :

Al Yeah, 'cause I didn't understand, 'cause I would- 20 home and
speak Spanish and forget about it. 1 would forget all the .
’ Enélisheéallathe a4b%c;..whatev2f I learned from schogl.

' 5

- Q. Did that make ycu feel klnd of bad when YOu went t0 gchool?

A, Yeah, it sure dld éspéclaliy when they klcked me out of
school and they tgld my mother that I was mentally retarded, that
I was never going to be able to learn English.

Q. Oh, they told you you wetg mentally retarded?

A.. Yeah, I was Dnly a little guy, y'know--that I was not going
to be able to laarn English because I was retarded. And so,
that put like a blg strain ‘on me rlght there,

Many of our fESpDﬂdEnEs report a general aEmGSPthE in school in
i .o 1

T s

" which Chicano students were not respected Or seen as having Much potential.

They report being talked d@ﬂﬁ.té&by téachéfé, being channeled into shop
and being swatled for minor offenses, such as not wanting to hold

-

rlasses,
a’'girl's hand at.a rehearsal. The general.validity of these obgervations

ngﬁﬂbpfated by ope of our informants, .4 Chicand® teacher who prew
: = * ) A & s =

el

.
T

up in an East LD% Aﬂé eles

essfyl in scho

ﬂ

suc

I

i

school in the same barrio. He reports that- he was quit

I
,ﬂ
un‘

and college and that through that period of his life he questioned why

ouldn't QD for themselves what he felt he had done

14

other young Chicanos ¢

barrio, went to college, and then taught elementary

ol
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Jfor Himse;fa‘-ﬁbwgvar, onge;haebgcéme a teacher and got a view of the

school system from the insidé,’he fundamentally changeé his evaluatiaﬁf

.pf the process, After a year of teachlﬁ s h;s .reaction was 'Eow in the
. P y g2

i

= i 4 )

hgll did I make it?" Asked to elaborate on hls fifst year experiem es,
- = . . \
== N .

Lhé fép%}ed:

AL Wall i remember the advice given to me by my superv;sér g
WhEﬁ I was 1in college= He said you're going to be a first
year teacher; you're going to be involved with peaple who
have.been teachlng for 15-20 years and they aren't going to
take kindly to you coming in and telling them how to do that
and how to teach. You listen, and don't try to come in there
%pd change the whole school System. . So, that's really what
I did. 1I'd go into the lounge and 1'd 1isten and I would
hear stupid remarks by teacherg,,..Some of them wanted to

' treat kinds of different cultures the same way and they
took no interest in finding Out the idiosyncracies of these
cultures, and how they could hurt kids by not knowing these
things. I heard comments.like, 'Ob-what a cute little kid.
They all look alike.' I heard teachers™saying out.in the
field 'you goddamn Mexican' to’another teacher who was
.umpiring...} heard teachers Teprimand kids whd ‘were speaking
Spanish in the hallways,..and this was supposed to be a time
when they were teachlng Spanish in school already. I heard
teachers saying 'what do you expect of thesg kids? 'We can
only give them so mueh,'

-2

Q. What effect do you think this had on the

A. It was bad. First of all, the level of <
teachers is very low, and I tan't see thesa

comments in the lounge and not taking those --lln,s into -

the classroom.1? : . -

he school is just one place where the young Chicano is confronted

)

with'negative images of his people. From an early age the Chicano has

‘beeni bombarded with the message that his- language, culture, food, and

5

habits are inferior and should be changed to conform to those of the

to n
Anglo. The mass media have been particularly derelict in their portrayal
of the Chicano and instead have'made heavy use of the "Frito Bandido" or

Lazy Jose stereotypes [Mﬂrtinéz 1969, and Marales, 1971].- Latsf he is
8

15 4
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. ".subject to discrimihation in the adminilstration of justice, employment,
* " ' . i
Voting, and inm, other areas [Almanza, l964; Glick, 1966; Interagency = :ﬁ

Committee, 1967; Motrales, -1970, 1972} New York Times, 1975; Schmide,

— !
- f

- . 3

, 1
1970], %
y This is riot to say that every Chicano has had the same experience,
. . & =

but rather that this has been the most Qomm@nge;parience.ovef‘tha years.

g ' /
1iving in an environment controlled by an Anglo structure that théy ) o
cannot affeqt. Political action to cgfngé these circumstanaas/is dif=

- /
ficult because of gerrymandering and because of widespread fegiings

Y.
that there is little prospect that meaningful change will come about.

These feelings of pnwefléssness, exclusion, and absence of control over

) o ’ _ wl4
the conditions of one's existence can be summed up as "estrangement,'™ -

As one respondent expressed these feelings:

"A. We grew up to be scared of the Anglo...Mostly your police
were Anglo, and the police in the barrio is always feared; not
a friend of the people, but ar enemy to beat, to get away from.
So we all knew the cop. He poses a threat to us, he could ¢
take us to jail... ” —

Q. What about the teacher?

A. The teacher? This is another trip. I read something about the
teacher you know being very big--when a youngster is 5 or 6
years old and goes to school, what does he see, he seaa a big
Anglo teacher, and she looks big at that size ycu know. - And
she's the teacher, gshe's the example of what we re supposed
to be.

The Result

f Estrangement

A major zonsequence of the estrangement just described is the emer-

-

gence of a strong iden; cation with the immediate envifgnm;ht—ﬁthe peer
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group and the barrio. Adolescent youth particularly aré faced with the

-need to expand identity beyond,thel%amiiij ;7 the estranged environment °

thé peer group in the barrio, ‘who share the saée feeliﬁgs and experiences,

i

.? .
B 8 PR

.are the most readily available source o% identity.-

=

the family and is much more inté%se than that with religicn, with poli-
tical entities (Los Aﬂgeles, California, United States) or, except under
1

certa%ﬂ circumstances to be discussed below, with the Chicaﬂa people as

a whole, The fcllawing exchang, with a 21-yeéar-old prabaﬁiaﬁer, talking

about the periad juét befnre he was 1ncarcerated 1llugtrates how deep

5

rio 1sY .

the attachment to th ba

Q. What I'm.trying to figure out is which was more important?
- What would you consider more serious--an insult to you or ‘an
" insult to the barrio you were a part of at that time?

I 'Prébably-tﬁé ba;;;gs—fhe neighborhood.

Q. The barric was mpr%ﬁimportant7

A. - Yeah, there' s people I've seen who have given up their lives
for the neighborhgod.” I've seen people die,..
. \‘\ LI ‘ R

Q. 1Literally die?

s/r~Yeah, Yelling out like, '"Qué Rifas.!' [Long live the neighbor-

. 'gghgod!] Apd at that time I probably would have been -the same

%f P way, y "know. .

?Q; S6 1t was that impértani? It was more important than even
yourself? C {

= A, 'THat]was the thing, you know, the neighborhood comes first
L . . _
iq'thg Estranged setting, the gang member who shouts the name of

his ngfid with his last breath has, from the pgint of view of the gang,

shown his courage and dignity iggfne of the féw ways open to him, Youth
" in the Earrig are rejec;éd by Anglo society, énd that society is rejected
e ———— { N ) N . i

=3

; I
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in turng for it demands that they surrender their cultural identity An
7

. I / »
order to gain positive recagﬂitian. Thus most young Chicanos comé/ia

i

rel§ on Ehgnpeer group for this regogniti@ni Our respondents
tha::it is critical that status in the gang(was based on attribétes that
could be ﬁeaahed by anyone—for example, the machismn qualit%és of courage,
dignity, and feadiness to fight. Since other qutlets for ggmaﬁstfatian

' of these attributes are blocked in the barrio, the pursui, of them is citan

o =
in the context of physical confrontation. But many TESPOhdéntS réport
/

R

that even in such ccnfrentatiOﬂs the important p san§1 quality is the

willingness to fight, more than physigal prowess v,w - .

< A, I went to this other school when I moved. The firézgééy‘l
%? went in and right away I started pinpointing who's who, you
know--the pecking order type thing. And the second day that
) I was there, there was a [gang] already there--little kids, you
4 =« know, you rdn arpund together., So I was jammed: 'Where  you
from?' and 411 that kind of stuff, and he says 'Well you re
going to have to fight one of us. N6 not one of us, you're
going to have to fight this dude.' I was scared as hell, but
I had to go along with the program. But luckily I didn't
havé to fight...I didn't have to fight with them but because
- T wanted to fight with them I was accepted by that clique;

Q. You didn't have to, but your willingness to fight was sufficient?
Is that what you just said--you didn't fight with them?

A, No, I didn't fight with them.
Q. Butgyou sald you would?

A, Yeah well [I was] ready to fight, you know, they said well
you're going to have to fight this” gqy, and T sald ok. [The
incident was broken-up by a teacher.]

There are many scenarios that push the willinéness to fight over the
brink into actual fightiﬂg, Thé most frEQUeht and impoftant instigators
of gang fights-are violations of barrio "taff " either physically or

symbolic: 1ly, The gang establishes cantral over the physical territory

that "constitutes the barrio, and defends it against all ingfusionsi A
barr .o ; ! i
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B
ﬁeEnape male may be challengad to 1dentiﬁy his barrio at anytime. If
\ -
he fespon&s, and identifies hils barrio as one that is on unfriendly terms

- with that of the challenger(s), physicai ED;fiit§2Q%ll udually ensue, and '

,thexfight can escalate to involve large numbers of young men from the two

3

. barrios. Gang members also do’ not tolerate outsiders--especially from a

rival gang--dating a woman from their bartio, even if she is unattached
34 B . ’

o ) . 4 ,

and even if they meet on other turf. Horowitz and Schwartz [1974] present

a useful microsociological account of the processes through which the

15

concern with turf and with honar can lead to vialent clash 28, The

fEPOfES of our fEEPOﬂdEﬁtS ate similar:

A. You know when a kid is down and 1% you attack the only things
that he has gaiggﬁf@r him, ﬂamely his manliness—=his machismo--

his home boys-=his barrio, that's all he has, When you attack

that you're attacking him to the quick--what else does he. have?

Q. When you come into that neighborhood, are you attacking. that?
His manliness, his barrio? ‘

A, "That}s fight_ "You are challenginé him,
Although the degree of caﬂé&fﬁ with chragé and honpr seems to be
constant, the conflicts that often fesult from thé effort té maintain
these attributes are depe,d,,t on the existance of estrangement, ihE'

%Dllﬁwing se:tian shows that whén the level of estrangement decreases,

the character of interaction among individuals and groups in the barrios

r
is fundamentally affected,

Political Action and the Decline of Estrangement

o . . 7 7 i
Much can be learned about notmal patterns and the basis for them

when these patterns are disrupted. Such a situation existed in East Los
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Angeles in the late 19665,-and eérly 1970s, when there was a broadly

based political movement -in the community. )

2 -8 . C

The Movement °, i
g-

Contrary to the impression of many writers, Chicanos. have been,inQ
volved in political agtivity directed at changigg their life circumstdnces

for over a century [see, e.g., Alvarez, 1971; Guzman, 1968]. However,

;o

the period from late 1967 to eatlyx1972 marked a particularly intense

period of p@li%icalyaﬂtivity in Egst Los Angeles, a’ period ghat ve ghall"
‘refer t5 as the Movement period. The issues in $§st Los Angeles were
éimilaf tc;those in other minority cmmmunities across, the céuﬁtryésfgr
example, Chicano contreol of the scﬂoalsggnd of® thé'sgciélténd law enforce-
ment agencies.aperatiﬁg in the community, éfeater_recagniéiéq of Cﬁicaﬂo
needs by the Catholic Church, and development of ecoriomic independence
through governmental assistance and through&the development of an inde-
pendent local economic base. Basic tqsgggge issues wag Chicano pride
a;d a quest'féf'unity and ﬁower. %g
Key events duriﬁg!the Movement in Eas; Los Angeles inecluded walkouts
* from the city schools, a moratorium protesting the disproportionate
Chicano fatalities in the Viet Nam war, protest of aiI@cati@ﬁ of Catholic
Church funds. to construction.of churches in West Los Angeles rather than
to social pfégrams in the‘bér;iosg ;Lgtests against police treatment of
Chicanos, and a protest at a state édqcéﬁiénal conference. These events
iﬁvolvedlthausands of ‘people, Some protest events gulminated in violent

clashes between police and Chicano demonstrators and bystandéfs,16

20 ¢
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Ffﬂm)its inception the Mbvngﬁt involved large numbers of Chiéanogj IR

- . . ) -
youth. Walkguts were held at almost every E}gh echool and severai of

the junior high schoo S in tt ezﬁcmmunity, with large numbers of students

participating.’ Our.interviews indicate that gang mémbers were not,imma%

L

diitely involved in &£he Movement, but many of the gang youth felt that

they weré regeiving répergﬁssigns from ﬁhé police for Mbvementractivitias

and ‘as.a consequence decided to become difactly invnlved. 6né af:thé

|
betLer kﬂ?ﬁﬁ Movement leaders repcrts that prior to the Movement a gulf

between. gang members and seriaus high schoal and college students had

exlsted because

.+.The teachers had done a good job of propagandizing-~that ’
if you're going to be a [gang member], that's the wrong vay
to go. And they isolated that group, and Said that group

i was bad, bad, negative,

As thé Movement progressed, not only were gang members involved, Eut
the r%lationship between them and others, espécially college youth, was

fundamentally changed:

It put a whole positive comnotation iﬂt@ibéiﬂg [a gang
member], the thing is that the Movement said everybody
is a worker in the Movement, no matter ‘who they are, And
that gave them less social alientation, so thay could go to
meetings with college students, whereas before they couldn't,
because they felt that definite'aliénatign. They could go
to meetings with anybody, cause the Movement says, 'We

. need youtgo.' 'Because you're a Chicano too, and you're
not som& Weirdo,' -

Thus, there was a percéption that there were common interests that cut

\ . E
"across individual pursuits and that the fate of one was bound up with all

others in the same circumBtances.
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.Besides generating unity among” youth in the barria:gs Fha Movement
i ) i —_— K
génerated pride and a feeliﬁg of power. The heightened %EﬂSé of pride
and Chicano identity.was éerhap§iéxpreséed best by one of our respeondents,
" who was released from prison on a pass for Eligigﬁ;séig_qE,Sgpgiemﬁtei
Mexican Iﬁdeéendenga Day: .
= . . - i
A. When I come out, the Chicano EDnYiEE arganizatian calls me,
sticks a button on me; says, yeu re' with us, brother blah,
sblah,...They have a parade every year and we '11 bring up the -
ranks. As far as I’ could look back,..as far as I could
, look ‘back, all I éould see was Chicanos.,..Il'h mn a pass from
Scledad I %iill had to go bagk to prisom. - Ilwas just out ;
on a pass. . . R
Q. That day? . ' , -
‘ . A, Ya. Yau know what, a pride went over me, I don't think I've
‘e ) ' had it singe. )
Q. You didn't ever get it in a gang fight, or anything?
= . i ‘!,2;
A, No. Just the fact, I turned around and looked and as far as /ff;

tu
my eyes .could see, 1'd see nothing but Chicanos. Young and
-~ - old and. guys that T know from different barrios.

= : . ‘

The sense of power i1s shown in an incident that occurred early in
the Movement,® as reported 1n one of our interviews:

And I distinctly remember--we were picketing, we had our signs——and.
. passing aut laaflets, the students'were walking out--and I distinctly
’ remember this girl who came up to me and says 'Are yﬁspsuré you know
what we're doing?' And T lookeéd at her and I says,, 'Yeah, and she
starts telling me, y'know, they are going to expel bg and everything.
And T kept saying, 'They can't expel you, There's too many of us
out here. And the mDrE people we get, the greater the faat that
they can't expel us.' And I told her, 'Look, just watch. And in
fact when we met with the principal there were five student repre-
- sentatives that were already chosen, and I .asked her to come, and
it was really beautiful, because that was the first time I saw
students dealing with the pfincipal on an equal level. And they
were - telllmg him, 'Hey,...'cause they were coming f#cm a sense of
power, 'cause the students were out there, and these five were the
onas that could tell the students to come back. Aﬂd the prineipal
knew that, and he sat there and we dealt with the issues on a ne-
gotiating basis. So that gave us a whole sense of power that we
didn't have before.
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The Effect of the Movement on Gang Violence y
] T @ -

“  During the period of intense political activity there was a dramatic
reductidén in the amount of fighting between gangs hnd between individuals
within the gangs. More important, there were many instances in which

rival éangs worked together for what they saw as a betterment of the
Chicano cﬁmmuniﬁyi According to the Los Angeles Police Department,?
reliable quantitative data on gang-related vialenﬂ%?are not avallable

for years prior to 1973. However, the decline of violent gang activity

%

in the Movement period was recalled by every person working in law en-

forecement that we contacted, including the @perations foiger of the

Gang Squa&g Criminal Conspiracy Section, Los Angeles Police Dé?aftméﬂﬁ-17 .
Almgst all the older gang members we interviewed also reported a sharp
drop in violence during the peripd.

In delineating the effect of the Movement on gang violence, we must
differentiate among three broad groups of gangrmambérs. The first

“ A

group was comprised of those gang youths who wére personally involwed in

the Movement (in varying degrees, from serving as leaders to just being ¢

loosely affiliated), For these yéuthsiifaductian of fighting came from
the heightened sense of efficacy and from a commitment to the principle
that all Chicanos are brothers and should not fight each other. 1In the
sécond gfaué were gang youths who, although not affiliated with the
Movement, were affected bﬁ it bécause the Movement changed the environ-
ment in which they operated. TFor example; several of our respondents

reported incidents in which a peer intervened to prevent a fight with a

successful aépeal to Chicano unity. The third group waes comprised of

#

23
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those who were eaflent{ally unaffected by the Movegent, whose lives went

on much as before or who ignored®dppeals to unity. The latter group was
- . * I . . ~ .
not large enough to affect the overall impression of our respendents ande

informants that the number of violent alterﬁati@ns decreased mafkeﬂly for
the community as a whole. There is no dguﬁt %héﬁ, that éhe Movement, hag
profound effects bgth in terms of the numbé£!§f peéple Jifegtly and in-
directly affected and the eXtent to which they were affected.

; _

For those directly involved 1in the Movement, the focus was on

cgrnal;smg_’wh;zh'litarally translatEd_meané brotherhood, and which con-

noted the feeling of pride and unity to our respondents.

A,  Carnalismo to me would be having people unite, being brothers
to each other, 80 they can relate to each other, know what's
happening, and t0 more or lesgs carry each other.

- Q. Is that affected b§ the Movimiento?
A. To me it is, because once You're carnal to someone else in
the Movimiento you've got someone to go with to push that

Movement, The carnalismo is Iike sticking together. You're
united, you're united! That's your carnalismo right there.

Our respondents reported that the feeling of carnalismo existed prior to

the intense period of the Movement, but it was only expressed on the

barrio level, and could not be effectively used to defuse a confronta-

tion. Chicano gangs from different Qgrrigs did not cooperate except in

confrontatisen with a non=Chicano group, for example, thg\policé, During

;f the Movement, carnalismo took opn special significance. Because courage

and dignity were achieved in other ways through the Movement, barrio yagth
were less likely to take affront at the actions of others. TIn the follow-

ing exchange, the interviewer asked about the effects of the Movement:

Q. + Did that have an effect on the barrios?

A, Oh ya, certainly 1t did.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q. At that perioed?

- ,A. © Oh ya. It's never happened before. Everyone was sBaying
- ‘that 'unity is one.' That was a very emotlonal period, you
‘know....At that point penpié were hungrier, you know: I'let's
get it together, let's get it togethgg_ sads
3} S \ .
Q. 'Did it affect you persorally?’ Were you in‘thé‘gang at that
period? .

A. Right. We'd go to pa;gies during the Movement, like fund-
ralsers at a certain house. All the gangs would be there.

. If there was an argument between one guy and another from . R
. _ anether barrio the.first thing anyone could gay would be >
. ! 'Hey man, don't go hitting your brﬂthar, 3 the ' fight - ke

would céase right there and then. And ;%?¥ d go 'Forget
; the barrio and being from Hagard [a particularly rough
barrio] and all that bullshit,' LA

Q. Was there a different kind o§ identification Ehen? They . %g
didn't really forget the barrio did they? - Y

A, No. But they tried not to use the barrio against one
another. 'I'l11 fespéct your barrio and-you respect mine.'

Q. So it was more of a Chicano zénscimusness?

A.  Right.

In E%panéing their identity from the barrio to the broader Chicano
ecmmuﬁiiy séﬁeraishundreﬂ gang members jeined groups tha; maintained
some of the characteristics of the gang but which were community rathef
than barrio based. The ‘members of these groups became '"soldlers of the
Movement”, rather than "soldiers of the barrio,”" This was a way of
maintaining courage andﬁéigniéy while Eransgéndiﬁg iﬂterbgrriprcﬂnélicts_
. Probably the best example of an organization of this type was the Brown
.Befetsg “
ihé gang member who wasn't pért of the Movement often found that
.other barrio youth both in hig gang aﬂd others, were much less interested

in fighting. Besides the appeals to cafnalism@ which during the Movement

_ was generallys—althaugh not always-- ssful in diffusing potential

'\MJ
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violence, the géﬂéfélrénviféﬁm3ﬂt in which bafrio youth functianed had

changed. Tha experience of one of our respondents well-dlluatrate& this

———— =

situatian.g Now in ﬁis twa&ties and still very much into the~gang scene, "

-

=]

he was never a part of the Movement,ghe does not have a clgar idea of -

_ . 7 p . . o
what the issues were or why the events took place, and he does not feel :-

’ _that the Movement affected his sense of being Chicano.
[ e :
LY L LA . C
L Q. = Wheéa you went to Junior high. Let's see, that's about seven )
vears aga? ' ' :
A,  The last patt of '68. -
Q. Qkayg Was that the time the Chicaﬁa Movement started going *
strong then? (Yeah) Did that have any effect on anything?
Did you meet any guys from the Movement? W
A, No. I never met nobody. The closest thingri'3ver got to it
was when I was, ah, when Sal Castfo and all tHg students were
having walk-outs at Lincoln.
- ' Q. That was at Lincoln, right?

. A, Yeahg
Q. Sal Castro was a teacher there and he was getting transferred
or samething, right? ‘ .

, o 4
A, I...I really didn't know what happened. I was about in’ the
’ seventh or eighth grade when that happened. And I joined in, too.
Q. You joined in?
A, Yeah.
0. Did: you know what you were joining in for?

A, Not really,

Q. Why did veu.join in?

A, I don't know.

Q. Did vou think..., did 1t have any effects on what you, thought .
of yourself in terms of being Chicano? _ it

/) T 26 .
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i, *h, Tom bnﬁw, everybody else you know, every“fA? 
here pae “hirano afed fhey were yelling out, telling .the
TErr =T mw e crmd o mit. So me and about 40 of my home boys
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et ~rar the fence and went over, and some of the
*TrrA: swme é;’ﬁ t get tq g0 ﬂver.

E 4

reegomdant rrmEfberﬁ thiﬁ pgriod as anE;;Bat was uﬁique

t¢ ws=r Tves movement bét@ecn the bartinsm even tﬁ the
e LIS SIS PR uJﬂtta(hFd girl frnm another barria ’
< T 'macied. Whes the reaspondent was asked haw_he'speﬁﬁ his
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vlice £ s Trar ?Fliiﬁd?
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.. i7c Tz ce | uarl ta bho ﬂbﬂing the sister of a guy = i
faem T SrET %t ghe was {1 Hazard. [ThEEE two barrios CLe .
. weosine foogheer tn Fast Los Anpeles, and have had _
P e LR A ?"’1‘&1’"’ in ve ;11*5_;] .
% : -
: Sei o tesTo 7 el d oo cver to Clcvértandinét WOTrTy . .
» ) x i e . . - L9
* ’ & 2 ’
. z v’ . . e
) LI 8 . , :
o et wimen and that. didn't start a fight?
- s oan +! f.‘;}j'(_‘—‘n't with nabody lze, .
-\\
i 2:o: w7 ar o rYers wEB A decrease~in-iﬂte rperso nal
~ : . +d : .
ull v
. cx rrasze sawfad ﬁf“ﬁftivisﬁ in thé barrio, and. that
. F U - pwmpes rhar 1cd .to this Eff

Q )

ERIC | o

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



© in §61itical ons inusness and the faeling that Chicaﬁas were goiﬁg t@
ehange théif 1ife cnnditigns for. tha bettéf o {-A!‘;;» B ";
S : .--..The CDﬂEEPtE bégan tn filter dawn thrnughcut thé cﬁmmunity, -and
/_‘ . g . one of the things’ that we’ kept saying was that--to be proud of
. I yourself--"Be proud of who you are,' was: one thing we kept saying.
W ¢ . But another ‘thing we kept saying is that, :'We dan do it, We can. . "
T it. _And we can change through organisatién, we: can ghange the ™. -
o sgstem;*,;;Instilling a whclé feeling af power, that heretnfare -
Ce hadﬂ’tsbeeﬁ théfé-“ . e R L s :

- . E . .
. o E . .

Lp6WEr? PDESiblE alte;native Explanatiaﬂs fcf the- repﬂrtéd reductian in ‘

fighting can be divided iﬂtg thgse stregsing factcrs that were éxternal

to the Hcvement and thase stressigg ﬁ@ﬂp@litical cansaquénces of the

r;,Hbvément;

The m@st likely factor autsidg Qf the Movemant that cguld ac:aunt E

- .

””*“fof ‘the" observed felatianship wculd be a majaf change An- employment 0ppﬁr—~m~

tuﬂitiési: If the Mcvement were to caincide with very fgvorable econamic

A"conditibns for Chicanos, then it would well be that naterial benefits,:f?’f
rather than:idéciagical change, led to feduced~1éﬁéls'af’iﬁtefpefsaﬁalv“vC B

=

vialen&e through reducing the amauﬁt gf idla time, gétting pegple a bigger i

N
1 stake in Ehe sys;em, ar whatever. Although- the late sixties was a perigd

?'  of relative pr@sperity, the ecgngmic situatlo of the C hicana in the.
barrio, espécially that of tha gang you | ‘a8 not significantly affécﬁéé;
This is nat ta deny that the econcaic ccnditians of thé sixtiés
may‘have substaﬂtially cantributed to the milieu in which the MovemEnt ‘ .
;-é‘ A.deveiapédr But these ccnditi@ns th&mselvﬁs could not alone be rgsponsible,
becausa there have beeﬁ similar periads ¢’ relative gr@sperity since .

Warld War TI in which’ gang viclence did not notably chaﬂge. For exaﬁpla;

-one of out informants, Who has extagsivg,experigpce warkimg with gang:

A . . =
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yauth and whﬂ himsélf bélanggd to-a. gang when he was younger, repartéd.

..that ‘the enly flugtuatiﬂns he .was, aware ﬂf weré seasnnal, with Periads

L Qf i 'e viglencé fﬂllawed by'lulls. Having wnzked with gang yauth

ffér a 1o ng time, "one: :an aimcst gauge when At sjg’ing to happen.

Except fnr the extended péfiﬂd at the heigh; of the anement, hé knew '

af no Othéf péried af mnre than a. few mnnths in Which there was a sharp

décre i g ng fighting in East Laa Angé}es.;'

Theré are several plausible nanpnlitical coﬂsequénces af the anémenﬁ

. =

£3: that cnuld‘be consideréd aa—c ributing tg the~decling in gang vinlence.

Hillér [1958] has afguéd that axgitément is nne of the fgcal cnncerns nf

Janer—class culturé. One might argue that the aztivitieg of the Hgvement

pravidéd sufficiént exnitement so that viplent iﬁterpersaﬁal actiﬂn was

was having the afféat thén nanarticipants waulﬂ nat be affected and

: thare wauld not have been any reaSQn why appeals ta cafnalismg would stop

tart'as.gfféetively as our evidéncé sh@ws they
- be argued that the political movement simply
fegard.to the content of what they were doing, .

Again, thé'ccntréry evidence
f v -

- ;\r’
e les 1ikely .

,avé"been based_cn this premise. _éaﬁgﬁﬂ

E A hL A

wérkets’have p:dmgtgd ca 1 bs, mufal progfams to paint over barrio .

gfrgggﬁés (g;affiti%iﬁg;gaing the'ga@g'namé and-thg name of the person who

_ But if it were simply “the éxcitament af the M@vunent thatrmﬂfwwmm“‘



' drew it) andaa'wide:variaty af regteatiﬁnal'prdjeéts.' HéweVér;;at“BESE;“'

as the extemt af pawar and cgntral'_ el : f; §“f‘ &

%

- =these pr@g:ams wgzﬁionly during the actual perigd af aztivity,rand they

da not affect pa§ple who aré not directly iﬂvﬂlVéd They are- different

heR . - e

from the Hovemént in that théy dc nat ahange the relatianship.ﬂf the

individual to. the nutér Warld gr fundaméntally ghaﬁge tha,milieu ai a, ..

'community.x In a discussiﬂn with cammunity 1eaders, the ttitical difs-

fere EEQBEtWééﬁ the HDVEmEnt and apolitical sctivities was idéﬂtifiéd o o

it's different from clubs, murals: all ‘that Wasﬁjust an occupatign
of time, and not a head change. And it was different. in that [the
others didﬁ't] give any sense of more pawer' they _just gave a sense
. of maybe being wprthwhile in samething that 1s acceptablé...Yﬂu s

didn’t have any control: yoursélfs—na power--it was other-‘people 'fi
letting you do that, y "know, parks ‘and recreation type activitiés...o

.7~ The Movemert -gave a sénse of: pQWEr, of organized paﬂér ta achieve )

- -—-tartain- ends, tﬁere was-a-goal and-a means.—— ——— , - e

At the ather ‘extreme of palitical invalvemént, Agaﬁg membér with no

llnvalvement in the Hﬁvement reparted that a current pragram invglving

.#

[

' lmembers of rival gangs_in-ﬁhé:painting af‘murglssta_beautify thg,cammus

: nity [Time, 19751, is anl?"éffééfivg.duriné its actual hours of operation,

f

. and only for thase directly involved _ o : . ' :

Q. ﬁid guys who weré enemies work together on those murals?

A. What do ygu mean? :

Ce Q. Guys wha didn' t get along with each éthér, did- they work to=- "
o gether? : I
A 'Yeah '

7

Q.. Iﬁ other wafds, when that was gning on, . then guys “who: would
' ustally fight were...

When they fight, they fight at nighttime.

A,
Qg But when they were working on the murals, thgy wauldn t- fight?
: Ai\i That ‘was in the day time, Lsually when . we fight against

each other, - iE s at ﬂighttime-v
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'”ﬁf’thétfstétus'in”muéhAthé same way that his disenfranchi?

.*,"'i ,_'~,f . ' Conclusion
‘ . . “’EA —{.-,‘

f At the descriptive level, abservatian Df gang fightiﬁg wculd lead
' /

o the canclusion that an excess ve. goncerﬂ with values Euch as cnuraga

Z*ind dignity escal&tes trivial affranﬁs into majar phyaical canfruntas T

fons, We have shawn that in East Lﬂg Aﬂgeles the explanatiﬁn is much

mara gamplicaﬁed than this, and that this typa af impetus ‘to gang fightﬁ

a

ing opetates cnly in an esgranged setting_

Chigana culture places a gFang emphagis on values Euch as caurage

“and dignity for males,;bu " how 'those valuas are manifestéd in behavior v

= =

=

depends heavily on the broader context 1n’ which peaplé funéticﬂ;"FériA

'eiémplé; a Chicano who Eaé achieved high status caﬂ use thg pgrquisitES"

L

7 might use physical prawess. . One of éur respandents wha now hcids'a"

‘high administrativé pasition with a majar emplayer in Galifarnia, reports

‘the fgllawing encounter:

'.“Last nighti..I was in a bar...sitting witﬁ this ygung attractive, .

' red-haired, very fair—skinned, very lovely girl _And these guys
are giving her big eyes and so forth., The first thing I think about
is that these clowns are showing disrespect to me., I don't know
who' they think they are, or who they think I am, but I don't have
to put up with that shit., So one of them comes over and starts
talking to me and says, 'Oh hi, "how are you doing? ' Haven't I seen"

" . you, aren't you from around here, all this shit., Until finally

;hé finds out—-he asks what I dc and I tell him aﬁd for gome

at. ihat pnint that - suddenly he sees that he card is fairly im-
pressive. He sees that I am somebody. -And he backed off. T’

. remember telling [my date] that I'm sure they thought 'What's

the Chicano doing with that nice woman. What is he?' . I was
dressed fairly nice. Suddenly all ‘that started: coming back to me.
‘The whole idea that, goddamn it, how long do I havé to keep fight-

. ing this issue. ...I guess I.just wanted to show [him] at that
paiﬁt that I was as articulate, 1f not' more go than he was, : -

i

/

31

‘{;bgi‘fi



L P "l  ‘j5' S s
VirtuallyAthé anly tiﬁé within the'memory of our féépandentsj
erinfarmants in which'there was A viable eppcrtunity for the ékpféEEiﬁﬂ; .

- §f~caurage and digﬂity autéide af the gang setting far the masses of

Ehicang yauths ‘was during the Movement périod of late 1967 thtaugh aarly;
1972 During this periad idéntity with tHe braader c@mmunity became
primary and a sensé of pawer to influgnge the insti;utians affecting thé

cnmmunity emerged As a result, gangirelatgd vialénce decreaséé markedly.' .

®

Tn the past fcur yéars thagintensity gf the Mavament has 1essened
The last Havement gvents attragting th@usamds af péaplé ﬁccurred iﬂ laﬁéfgﬁ

1971, and ended in viﬂlent confrantatians with the policé [ngalés, 1972]
o
Remnants af the anement live on, but the sense Gf power has lessened =

cgnsiderably, snd with 't thé Eﬂmmunity idEﬂtity t nscending that ‘of
Ea

the 1ﬁdividual barrios. As an& of the Movement leaders qbserved in an .

iﬂterviaﬂ: ' | }!- |

.We thought thé 1imits of the struggle were just getting Chicanus ' -

. together and then everything else would follow. Now we have' -
‘greater inf@rmatiﬁn to work behind. and we realize: ‘that that's not

the case: . We can still effect change, but it's going to come through

different directions;..New we Eﬁill have patential power but I
Lhink we're more réalistici ' L A
A sense of Estzangement has returnei, and éVEh though appeals to carnalismo i

& ,,:n,

s " can sometimes’ be.effactive, gang violénce has bEEﬁ on the upswing.g Our

1

.respaﬁdents and informaﬁts estimate that in. 1976 xhe a ree af vialence

H

. 18 wafsgighaﬁ in the gariy sixtiesil* A i"v oo i _

L

SR Dur‘emphasis on the impartance cf pal;tlcal actlvity in understanding

PR

thé sacial context in which gangs function is Qa,sistent with a parspective

: .regantly urged on students af gang life by Shart [1974; 197&: althéugh

¥

we came to ﬂifféréﬂt canclusianS.t Shnrt rEmindS us thaﬁ.

'R e e N
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o It is sxiomatis thst svsry group is shspsd by its, sxtsfnsl snviron—"-
- ment, but the dspsndsnts of gsngs in this rsspsst ‘seems sspssislly o

grsst [1976 lSD].

n sddition he rslstss :hsngss in gsng sstivity in Chisago in ths 1960s

”s~£s politiosl dsvslopmsnts*s:vths nstisnsl and losslrlsvsls.: In East Los

éAﬁgsl es in the late sixtissrsnd_ss:ly seventies (and today as well)

Sy

political awareness among Chissﬁo;gsng yoﬁth'diffsfsd‘ffsm>t§st among
'Elsck gang members in Chioago in ths,psfiods rspoftsd_on by Shﬂft:’JSﬁé;t

rsports that in ths late fiftiss ahd ssrly sixtiss, his rssssrch group
...hsd bssn imprssssd with ths lsck of political snd socisl swsfs—
‘ness and involvement displayed by the black gang boys, despite :
_feverish political and civil rights activities...and the emergence.s.
'of sctivist organizations [1976: 133]- ’ =

% -

:,Short slso surmisss thst a similsr sbssnss of conssrn sxi’iid inrblssk o

'ghsttos in thsflsts si» is;— a period sompsrsbls to thst whish we studisd

in Essg Los Aﬁgslss and sitss ssvsrsl othsr studiss in support-of this"

view. He sossludss5 thsrsfors; that

. Status: threats are played out on a day-to=day basis, on the street
‘and. in other contexts. The trappings of formal organization, even

"~ when combined with incentive to rslly sroﬁﬁ% business: sntsrpriss

. or improvement  of the lot of one's.fellows is unliksly to compen~

sate for thsss pfobléms [1975 1437,

In East Los Angelss we found not. only a much. highsr lsvsl of politisski

awareness; we also fouﬁd thst when combined with a senss of unity snd _

powsr, fundsmsntsl changss in the psrssptisn snd handling of 'status thrssts
'sould ensue. (As ths Ghicsnos of East Los Aﬁgslss did not hsvs the
' businsss opportunities opsn to the . EupEfgaﬁgS'.Of Ghissgo, we cannot
comment’ on the possibilities in this rsgard ) |

Hos;brosdly ean our findings bs_gsnsrslissd? batsst groups for

whisﬁ weé have data are blssk gangs in South Central Los Angslss,'snd
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inmates af the Califarnia ptiSDﬁ Eystém, and our findings there aré
similar-lg M@rEQVEf, gang vialgnge may be an example of whatsgggwell
defines as the classic délinquent act", an'act that fr,ﬁ Society's o

- point af view seems negativisti:, malicipus, and/ﬁr nanutilitarian.

Marwell argues that these types of behaviar are prevalent amang adﬂl—»

escents because 'the adalescent is eamparativel pnwerless at a time whgn
1 the impartance cf power is being imprésaed on him as never bafcre

i

_[ 966 éD]i Té the extent that our findiﬂgs are geﬂeralized they pnint

to a need for 1iﬁking;thearigs of ‘deviance to theories of power and its

Idistribuiian-



v

lihis study ariginally was fundéd to undertake a large scale sample

o survey of attitudes tﬂward and experiéncé with interpersonal viglencé. -

=',Numerous problems with this design ware encaunﬁéred when we mgved to

”fdiscussion toak place, T

‘nonresponse

_iﬁélu&ed anly the city;and county jurisdictions.

‘Quarterly [1971].

the data cnllectign stage. First, euidence bégan to maﬁnt that a Etan- ‘

@

dardizéd researchtinstrumént wauld nct be the mgst validsar Effective f}

-method gf ccllecting data on’ vialange. We faund far instance, that Ehe

\‘

'“OffﬁthE;IEGOfdv-Eomménts made during or aftérqthe interviewvsgemed

much. more perceptive and were much more valuable in informing our’ thinking.

This waértfue-eﬁén with‘gpgniended'items;'unlggs‘egtenSive probing and

dditiun, it appeared Ehat "there. would be a minimum hﬂusehald

B

rate of 35 percent and that it would be virtually impcssible

‘to iﬁtEfview street corner men.; Finally, we determiﬁed that. it Wauld -

be éxtremély difficult to put tagether a staff of indigénnus iﬂterviéWérE,

but that without 1nterviewers clasely tied to the cnmmunity the cocperai

tiag of respandentg wauld bé dif ,c 1}-to secure;';

2This is ‘evidenced in part by Séveral widely suppozted attempts to

1ncorparate the area as an indepéndent city. For reasons largely un--

related to;eqmmunity idantifiéatien, the area that would be 1n¢orpcrated

3

3The work by Grebler et al. [1970] is the most Qompféhensivé sta—

tistical review of the situatign of Chiganos and their socioe;ﬂnamic

=

.status vis,é-vis “nanwhiEES'; For a series of rEviews critical of the

:épproach, but not thevdatévaf’éreﬁlér et al.,, see Social Science

¥

! ' o S
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=4Céati£aity afatha gangs over time ean;balééaﬁbia the similarity of
P o o _ ‘ e e : ' : _
- our Qbséﬁfaﬁions to those of LicW:Llliama [1968] in tha 1940s.
- SThere are- aimilar graupa of femala y@uth a diacusa'on of which
Qia bayand tha acapa of this papaf. S me of thaaa graupa are affiliated =
,jwith mal, groups aﬁd some are autanamaua.»
SFar a diaa i f“Eiack ghatﬁo street lifar whiah ia similar’ to
atraat lifa in tha ba;ﬁiaa af Eaat Laa Angalaa, see ‘Hanner|z [19691. f’
7 . 7\ ) . a0 g 7 . . - :7 7 7 ) ] ) 7 v
¥ One of the more.raaaﬂt nationally :iraulataa-faatuf 8 af the com-
v ‘ _:munity and its ganga was a frant page atary in the’ Wall Straat Jég;ga;
- fGottschalk, 1975]. . o
% ®Ihe tem machismo has carried over into gemeral discussioms of

"male culture" ’f& is also f:aéuéntiy iﬁvalkaﬂ iﬁ'diacuaaiana of inter-
Paraanal viclanca, avan when Chiaanaa or other Latiﬁaa are not actually
L tha aubjaat of atudy. Sea, fnr axampla, BallmEakaaah [1973] and Wolfgang -
and Féfracuti [1967]
“Also aamatimaa the authora to whém the ataraotypaa re attributed
Vdany that thia.waa their intanaiaﬁ. Saa, a.g., Hallar [1969].
. ’ . ’ . i . 5
10Dn Laa Angalaa in paftiaular, aaa ‘United States Gammiaaion on
Civil Righta [1958 19711, Hallér [1966 45 54], Haussanstamm [1972],
. and’ Karby [lQSB] Tar diacuaaiana af aducatignal diatrimjnatian againat

Chiaanaa,in ganaral see Qartar [1970], Craaa and Maldonado [19 71],

Erickaan [1968], National Educatiaﬁal Aaaaciatiaa [1966], and Earaana

[1966]. ' i ;w;_,fl,a._v \
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11Even tndey very. few sehoelgdi,triete effer bilinguel pfegrame

'end even fewer effer bieulturel e,v'eetieni In reeent Yeare, there

7 ;”;heve been eeverel ettemptE/tn ehenge thie eituetian by eppeeling to -
the,eeurEe-undef the equel prateeﬁien doetfine"the reeulte have been-

L o /.- ‘
,_mixedi Reeent legel develepmente are. dieeueeed in Grubb [1974], end

/
i-

7 Iahnsan [1974]-

12Fﬁf a eimilar repart on ghetta edueetiun iﬂ enothe: eity, see
g -a

" Kozol [1957]., : = .

TR / - S o
13'Ihe eitetione hefe ere.limited to ‘works dealing «with Ghieenee in

Les Aﬂgelee and ether urben areas; migreat laborers are, of eouree,

" “subject to even greeter ‘barriers, See, ‘€afes MeWillieme [1969].
. ;1%Dut egneept of eeerengement ie'eloee to Seemen‘e.[lSEQ] eeneept

- of pewerleeeneee.' We de not usge Seemen e term beceuee we feel thet hie

_deee not eepture the feeling af being excluded frem demiﬂent soclety eﬂd
eepereted off as different.~xﬂete; however, that the,;ypevef eetrengemeﬂt
our reepondente,experieneed is different from those that Seeman terms

salf- enﬁ eultureleeetfangementi Dur‘eoneept ie eleo’diffefene from that
~

_;of enemie, whieh has 80 eften been used in explanation of devieﬁt bes'
hevief. Especially for Durkheim [1951], and to a lesser extent for
' Merton [1957 1964], eﬁomie refere te a breakdown in processes of scciel

eentfol.

3

15The similarity bet seen the prneeeees obeerved by Horewite end

tHose fepefﬁed,te us holds in epite.qf differeneee in the type‘gf_graup'
studied and in the economic level erthefeommunity. ‘Horowitz and Schwartz

. studied youths in a "club", while we studied gang yeﬁth.t TniEeetlLee

__537
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' Angalaa thara are also groupa callad aluba that have many af tha aama

Waapona. " As one. af our raapondanta rapartad-

aharattatiatita as tha club studied by Horowitz. and Schwarta.v The tluba
}e z

o cultufa._ The same aaama‘ta ba the case in Chiaagn, whera Hatawita aﬂd
’Sthwarta tapaft that tha cluh membara tama from a: tammunity maating
ftha basic requir rements far inclusion in...tha aacially raapattabla and

. politically aignifitant aagmanta af tha wafkiag claaa" [1975 245]

Grablar et al- [lQ?G] show, auth a aammunity is substantially better off

than tha averwhalming majarity of Chicana tammunitiaa in tha Unitad States.

‘Because of thair rajaatian by Angla aaciaty our raapondanta da not: ex-

»

patienca tha normativa ambiguity amphaaiaad by Harawita and Sahwarta. 176

- E! : -

lgTha Chitano movamant in Laa Angalaa ia diatuaaad in Eritkaan

‘[1968], Gamaaw[l§7la, 197lb], Guaman [1969], Hauaaanatamm [1972], Karby

- [1968], Lopez [1970], Morales. [1972], Hawawaak 119711, Tiina [1979], and
_rTargaraon IlQEE]. f_ On the Chi:ana Movamant more ganarally, aaa Aguirra

)§_ [1971], Blaunar [1971], Bongarta [1969], Hadfid-Earala [1973], Muﬁa; [1972],

\Panalaaa_[l??@], ‘and Wamack [19721?

g

17

ey

Ten other persons iﬁ‘law anfortémant5wata tantattad inaluding

-several officers aﬂd aupatviaora in Youth Autharity parala affiaaa in

Aﬂ!

3 Eaat.Laa?Angalaa and. tha aaaiatant director of Laa Angalaa Cgunty Proba—

. 18 Thia ia in part dua to the greatly incraaaad availability of

i
¥ BT e ———

-We used to have chaiﬁa and knives in our lockers. and avarything,
we didn't used to carry them with uag...At least you had a chance
with a chain and a knifa. With a gun, you don't have any Kind
gtcf chance.

19 . : . L
A 'report of these findings is in preparation.
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